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SAPPER PREPARES 5 SOLDIERS FOR WORLD PREMIERE
Evesham man, Sapper Luke Mountjoy, 19, from 26 Engineer Regiment is using his military knowledge to make sure that the Rosie Kay Dance Company keep their latest production authentic.   Advising the cast and collaborators on issues such as how a soldier wears his uniform to what it feels like to serve on operations, Luke, who was himself shot in Afghanistan, has brought a much wanted ‘realness’ to the work,  5 SOLDIERS – The Body is the Frontline.

5 SOLDIERS is Rosie Kay’s most dynamic, physical and moving work yet and it premieres on Friday 23 April at International Dance Festival Birmingham.  There will be two performances, 23 and 24 April, at The Patrick Centre, Birmingham Hippodrome before the production heads off on a three month tour of the UK which includes two performances at the Rifles Club, Mayfair, to launch an appeal for the Rifles charity, Cash 4 Casualties.
Through intensely physical dance theatre, this gritty, powerful new production tells the soldier’s story.  It goes beyond the cold facts of news reporting and deals with the personal and emotional experience of the people behind the headlines. 5 SOLDIERS is an original story inspired by serving and former soldiers and the artists own insight into military life.
Choreographer Rosie Kay and war artist David Cotterrell give us a glimpse into the boredom, the fun and the intensity of personal relationships brought together by conflict.  5 SOLDIERS is a unique perspective of the physical transformation of what makes a soldier and how the experience of warfare affects those that choose to put their bodies and their lives on the line.   
“My inspiration was that I wanted to understand how a soldier is trained and how they can risk their lives for their work” says Kay. “After working with 4 Rifles I started to realize that being a soldier isn’t straightforward, and that that life in the military is complex and I wanted to explore the human and emotional side of being a soldier.”

Reaching beyond traditional dance theatre 5 SOLDIERS, with Mountjoy’s help, tells the individual story behind the headlines.  It is a timely and thought provoking exploration of war in modern times giving us an intimate view of the training that prepares you for the sheer physicality of combat, for possible injury and for the impact being involved in conflict has on the body and mind.                                                                                                              m/f
With a second tour already planned for the autumn, 5 SOLDIERS is a tour de force for the senses.  It explores the idea that despite technological and economic developments, it is the human body that is still the frontline.
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National UK Tour Dates 2010
WORLD PREMIERE: Friday April 23 BIRMINGHAM The Patrick Centre Birmingham Hippodrome International Dance Festival Birmingham
Saturday April 24 BIRMINGHAM The Patrick Centre Birmingham Hippodrome International Dance Festival Birmingham
Tuesday April 27 COVENTRY Warwick Arts Centre
Wednesday April 28 COVENTRY Warwick Arts Centre
Saturday May 1 LINCOLN Lincoln Arts Centre 
Wednesday May 5 PORTSMOUTH New Theatre Royal 
Thursday May 13 SALISBURY Salisbury Arts Centre
Friday May 14 DARTINGTON Dartington Hall
Wednesday 19 May HULL Hull Truck Theatre
Thursday 20 May LONDON The Rifles Club, Davies Street, Mayfair*
Friday 21 May LONDON The Rifles Club, Davies Street, Mayfair*
Wednesday May 26 SOUTH SHIELDS The Customs House
Thursday May 27 BARNSLEY The Civic
Tuesday June 1 NOTTINGHAM Lakeside Arts Centre
Thursday June 3 JERSEY Jersey Arts Centre
Friday June 11 TAUNTON The Brewhouse Theatre                                                              *The two performances at The Rifles Club, Mayfair on Thursday 20 & Friday 21 May are in support of the Rifles charity, Cash for Casualties (C4C)
Commissioned and supported by the International Dance Festival, DanceXchange, the Arts Council and the Rayne Foundation, this original work is performed by a company of one female and 4 male dancers.  Both Rosie Kay and David Cotterrell have close links with Selly Oak military hospital, Headley Court rehabilitation centre and other elements of the army who support this work.
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