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The Body is the Frontline

With stories of military action in Afghanistan spilling from the pages of our newspapers on a daily basis, Birmingham based Rosie Kay’s latest dance theatre production, 5 SOLDIERS – The Body is the Frontline, is a timely and thought provoking exploration of war in modern times.  This moving if not controversial work looks at how, even in the 21st century, the human body remains essential to war.  
Still in the creative phase, the piece has a powerful physicality which is inspired by input from serving and former soldiers.  The work weaves a story of physical transformation, helping us to understand what makes a soldier and how the experience of warfare affects those that choose to put their life on the line.  
This collaboration between award winning choreographer Rosie Kay, visual war artist David Cotterrell and theatre director Walter Meierjohann will start the national tour with its premiere at International Dance Festival Birmingham in April 2010. 
To understand the soldier’s experience, Rosie Kay put her boots on and went yomping with 4th Battalion, The Rifles and David Cotterrell witnessed the work of the Joint Forces Medical Group in Helmand Province.  The five dancers, including one girl, have also been put through their paces practicing battle drills, crawling through mud and weapon handling.

5 SOLDIERS gives us an intimate view of the training that prepares you for the sheer physicality of combat, for possible injury and for the impact being involved in conflict has on the body and mind.  It is a tour de force for the senses. 
Choreographer Rosie Kay adds: “5 SOLDIERS is being recognized as an important piece of work on many levels.  I am keen to ensure the piece is authentic and is true to the soldiers who have inspired its creation.  It is also attracting attention from several world leaders in dance science and academic research who want to work with the company.”

Despite news media interest, there is still very little recent art or theatre work that tells the individual story behind the headlines.  5 SOLDIERS is already reaching beyond the traditional dance theatre audience as it explores the idea that despite technological and economic developments, it is the human body that is still the frontline.
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Additional Information:

Commissioned and supported by International Dance Festival, the Arts Council and the Rayne Foundation, this original work is performed by a company of one female and 4 male dancers.  

Both Rosie Kay and David Cotterrell have close links with Selly Oak military hospital, Headley Court rehabilitation centre and other elements of the army who support this work.
Collaborators: original sound score by Annie Mahtani and dramaturgy by Petra Tauscher
Inspiration:  Military strategist Carl Von Clauswitz and the work of artist Caravaggio
Research Projects: Francis Clarke and Matt Wyon from Wolverhampton University are looking at issues around fitness, working with fatigue and injury prevention.  Dr Dee Reynolds from Manchester University is studying audience responses and there is potential interest from a further university on the psychological impact of the piece on the dancers, the audience and those soldiers who are directly involved in the work.
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